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REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE UPON 
Foot-anp-MoutH DIsEasE. 


This Report appeared with commendable celerity, 
and may now be obtained at the cost of 14d. Veter- 
inary surgeons will find it worth reading, especially 
with regard to the ultimate possibilities arising 
from some of its suggestions and recommendations. 

A short history of foot-and-mouth disease in this 
country is given, and the present knowledge of the 
affection is very briefly sketched. Nothing new 
has been brought forward upon the latter subject, 
except that the Committee have received some 
evidence indicating that the virus may live longer 
outside the body than is usually supposed—a by no 
means unimportant point. The Committee em- 
phasise the importance of gaining more exact 
knowledge of the disease ; and here it is satisfactory 
to find a recommendation that the enquiry now 
being instituted in India should receive liberal aid 
from the Treasury, 

A proposal to establish an experimental station 
to study the disease in this couhtry or upon an ad- 
jacent island has been considered, and is condemned 
as constituting a permanent danger from infection. 
The next sentence deserves quotation in full. “The 
Committee, however, suggest that mutual benefit 
might result from the establishment elsewhere of 
an international experimental station fully equipped 
for research in diseases of animals, and they 
strongly recommend that continental, and possibly 
other, countries should be approached with a view 
to co-operation in this matter.” Suggestions for 
international co-operation, indeed, form a feature of 
the Report. Further on the Committee urge that 
foot-and-mouth disease should receive serious con- 
sideration at the International Veterinary Congress 
of 1914, especially with a view to the institution 
of joint action by the Governments of infected 
countries. 

No great immediate change of action against 
the disease itself is recommended. The intro- 
duction of preventive inoculation in the area 
around an outbreak, in order to lessen the number 
of animals slaughtered, is suggested as worthy of 
consideration by the Board of Agriculture, but not 
directly advised. The possible objections to such 
methods are recognised ; and a further useful re- 
commendation is added—that the Board should be 
empowered to supervise and if necessary to prohibit 
inoculations and experiments with dangerous viruses. 

As regards the prevention of the a) ea of 
disease, the Committee have evidently baffled 
by the old stumbling block—the prohibitive inter- 
ference with trade that would result from the 


contagion. A list of the articles most open to sus 
picion is given, and a variety of recommendations 
made with a view to minimising their danger. 

Special attention is given to the sterilization of 
hides and skins, and here again international co- 
operation is suggested. The Committee propose 
that Great Britain should take the initiative in an 
attempt to devise and arrange methods of uniform 
international action, and suggest that the first 
steps to this end should be taken by the Board of 
Trade. Other diseases than foot and mouth, notably 
anthrax, are of course involved in this question of 
sterilization. 

Towards the conclusion of the Report, we find 
some very important ——— of opinion upon 
veterinary inspection. The advanced pathological 
and epizootical knowledge necessary to a veterinary 
inspector is emphasized, and the Committee urge 
the speedy establishment of a post graduate diploma 
bythe R.C.V.S. It is further strongly recommended 
that “the appointment of all veterinary inspectors 
of local authorities should be in accordance with 
uniform rules relating to qualifications to be laid 
down by the Board of Agriculture,” and that whole 
time veterinary inspectors should be appointed 
throughout the country as chiefs of administrative 
areas to superintend the work of the local inspector- 
ate. These whole time inspectors should command 
a salary “large enough to attract the best men in 
the profession,” part of it paid by the Board of 
Agriculture, to whose sanction all appointments and 
dismissals should be subject. 

Finally, after indicating yg aepe of the Foreign 
Animals Order of 1910 and the amending Foreign 
Hay and Straw Order of 1912, the Committee con- 
clude by expressing warm appreciation of the work 
of the Board of Agriculture. It is recognised that 
the freedom of this country in recent years from 
widespread epidemics is due to ions so 
admirably carried out by the officers of the Board, 
and those of the local authorities”; and two or 
three sentences of emphatic praise conclude with 
the opinion that “every encouragement should be 
given to the Board to continue a policy which has 
“ange successful.” We shall all agree with this; 

ut it is pleasant to see it in a Government report. 

The Report is exceedingly interesting and - 
tive. It is true that, so far as direct im 
action against foot-and-mouth disease is concerned, 
it leaves matters very much as they were. But it 
contains recommendations which, if they are acted 
upon, will potentially influence the control of foot- 
and-mouth, and many other diseases ; and some of 
them will have a great bearing upon the conditions 
of veterinary work, 
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STOMACH STAGGERS. 


In The Veterinary Record of March 2nd, an article 
appeared from the pen of Capt. Rainey, of Blom- 
--fontein, -South.Africa; in which he endeavoured to 
show that the presence of bots (Gastrophilus equi) 
in the horse’s stomach produced the disease known 
in this country as stomach or grass staggers. This 
disease is generally thought by the farming com- 
munity in this country to be caused by “bots” or 
“ paapjies,” as they are called by the Boer, and 
moreover, every abdominal complaint is put down 
to “ bots.” 
» Since I have been in this part of South Africa I 
have seen many cases of stomach staggers and 
have had unusual opportunities for making post- 
mortems. The lesions found are practically always 
similar, and the one condition which is always 
present is Cirrhosis of the liver. It was conclusively 
proved by Mr. Chase, M.R.c.v.s.,Government Veter- 
inary Surgeon, who was stationed at Molteno for 
the purpose of investigating the nature and cause 
of cirrhosis of the liver in stock, that the cause of 
stomach staggers in horses and ‘“ Molteno’’ disease 
in cattle was the ingestion of the weed called Rag- 
wort (Senecio latifolius). Mr. Chase fed the plant 
to horses and cattle and invariably produced the 
disease in his experimental animals. 

The lesions and microscopic appearances of the 
liver corresponded with the description given of 
the livers of cattle which have died of “Pictou” 
cattle disease in Nova Scotia. A similar diseage 
known as Winton’s disease exists in New Zealand, 
and Prof. Gilruth, in his annual report for 1904, 
showed how the Ragwort (Senecio Burchelli) pro- 
duced this disease. It was Mr. W. Robertson who, 
in 1905, or thereabout, carried out some feeding ex- 
periments with Ragwort, and produced the well- 
known symptoms of stomach staggers in horses 
and ‘‘Molteno”’ disease in cattle. 

Although the 8S. Jacobius and the S. Burchelli 
exist in this country, the S. latifolius is by far the 
most common. In Robertson’s experiments the 
amounts of Senecio given to the cattle were— 

Ox 64, 20z. per diem for 3l days 3lb. 14oz. 
‘i 4oz. 8 17days 4 4 


Total 8 2 


Ox 65, 302. per diem for 3l days 5 13 
” 40z. 9 17 days 4 4 
Total 10lb. loz. 


These amounts killed these oxen in 48 and 43 
days respectively. The active principle of this weed 
has been isolated, and it seems when administered 
to exert a specific action on the liver, producing 
cirrhosis. It appears that the weed is eaten by 
stock when it is young and green (shortly after the 
veld has been burnt) and it may take years to pro- 
duce the typical symptoms, which, once shown, 
are always fatal. 

Frank CHAMBERS, M.R.C.V.S. 

Umtata, Tembuland, S.A. 





GENERALISED MILIARY TUBERCULOSIS. 


By Henry B. Eve, m.R.c.v.s., Folkestone. 





A valuable pedigree maiden bull bitch, aged two 
years and six months, a descendant of the well- 
known sire, “ Rodney Stone,” the property of a 
client. 


History. Had been purchased for breeding pur- 
poses but had never properly come in cestrum. It 
had previously been used to an outdoor life in a 
kennel, but had always slept in the house since 
owner bought it, and lived on the best of every- 
thing, in fact had been coddled. It developed 
catarrh, which the owner treated for an attack of 
influenza. For a time it appeared to get better, 
and was sent into the country for a change of air, 
and returned home in due course. 


Symptoms. The bitch showed the following 
symptoms: a dry husky cough at first, which was 
more noticeable in the early morning, later on it 
became looser, with excessive expectoration of 
phlegm and rapid emaciation, although the appetite 
was at first fairly good. Patient gradually became 
very weak, and had intermittent diarrhoea, which 
was at times tinged with blood. Temperature 
elevated, varied, generally higher at night. There 
was a profuse purulent discharge from the eyes, 
and excessive thirst. Auscultation of the chest re- 
vealed distinct rales and pain on percussion. Pulse 
accelerated, breathing hurried, occasional bleeding 
from both nostrils. 

Suspected tuberculosis : decided to try tuberculin 
test. Prognosis unfavourable. 


Treatment. Isolated and tested the animal with 
tuberculin, which gave a typical reaction. Followed 
on with medicinal doses of the reagent, combined 
with open air treatment. Bathed the eyes with 
boric acid sol.; applied ice to the chest and in- 
jected Adrenalin, to arrest the hemorrhage. Quinine 
salicylas, tonics, etc., internally. 

The diet was raw meat, tripe, fish, boiled milk, 
raw eggs, cream, Angiers petroleum emulsion, Virol, 
Larvins. 

Animal improved for a time, and began to put 
on flesh ; the cough and expectoration disappeared ; 
the diarrhcea and discharge from the eyes dimin- 
ished. Suddenly the animal was attacked with a 
violent fit of coughing, which was followed by 
extensive hemorrhage and delirium. The animal 
was destroyed with chloroform as the case appeared 
to be hopeless. 

Post Mortem. Liver, lungs, kidneys, Re 
glands were all affected. The mouth showed 
lesions of stomatitis, and the skin was very red as 
though suffering from Eczema rubrum, especially 
noticeable about the legs, thighs and feet. Spleen 
only slightly affected at its apex. 

Remark. Surprised at the reaction as the dis- 
ease was so advanced. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 





CANCER OF THE BLADDER WITH RESULTANT 
Hypro-NEPHROSIS IN A Doa. 


Hydro-nephrosis is fairly common in the ox and 
pig; but is much more rare in the horse, and 
appears to be rather exceptional in the dog, judging 
by the small number of cases which have been 
described in that animal. 

Hypertrophy of the prostate is a fairly frequent 
cause of hydro-nephrosis in the dog, as recorded by 
Liénaux and Leigton. Affections of the ureters 
should also be cited; and two interesting cases of 
this have been published by Almy and Ball respec- 
tively. Tumours of the bladder may have a similar 
effect. ‘Suffran and Daille have described a case in 
which a tumour, the histological nature of which 
could not be exactly established, invaded the orifices 
of both ureters in succession and determined their 
obstruction. Other causes, such as calculi or peri- 
neal hernia of the bladder, may have the same effect 
of causing mechanical obstruction of the flow of 
urine. 

E. Haynens, assistant at the Belgian Veterinary 
School, now records a case of a six-years-old male 
dog which was brought to him. The owner's 
account was that the animal had slowly wasted and 
passed blood in the urine for a period of a month 
and a half, after which the hematuria had ceased 
for a time, only to repeatedly recommence. It was 
in the course of one of these relapses that Haynens 
saw the dog for the first time. 

When examined the general condition of the 
animal was bad. Emaciation was very marked, the 
coat was dull and stiff, and the eyes dull and sunken 
in their orbits. The dog remained lying down for 
the most part, and showed complete lack of interest 
in his surroundings. Progression was slow ; and, 
despite all stimulation, it was impossible to make 
the animal run. Beyond this dulness, the nervous 
system did not appear affected ; for the sensory and 
motor functions were intact. : 

The respiration was normal. The pulse was 
strong, and a little accelerated. The mucous 
membranes were pale, slightly yellowish, and ap- 
peared infiltrated. The pulsations of the heart 
were visible behind the left elbow. The cardiac 
sounds were normal, with the exception of a slight 
murmur. The area of cardiac dulness was more 
extensive than normal, and hypertrophy of the 
heart manifestly existed. 

The appetite was bad, only pure water and a few 
pieces of meat being taken. There was no vomiting. 
The abdomen was hollow; and the feces were 
normal, but scanty. 

Micturition was frequent, very painful, and long- 
continued. Only a small quantity of urine was 
passed at a time, and attempts to micturate were 
not always successful. 

The urine was blackish in colour, and had a 
strongly ammoniacal odour and an alkaline reaction. 
Chemically, it contained a rather large quantity of 
albumen. When centrifuged it yielded a deposit 





composed of white blood corpuscles, desquamated 
cells of the bladder, and various microbes, but no 
red blood corpuscles, cylinders, or renal cells. The 
alkaline reaction and the ammoniacal odour indi- 
cated that the urine had undergone ammoniacal 
fermentation in the bladder, which was thereforé 
infected. The red corpuscles had undergone hwmo- 
lysis in the strongly alkaline liquid, and their 
colouring matter remained dissolved in the urine: 

The external genitals presented nothing abnormal, 
and rectal exploration showed the prostate to. be 
of the usual size. Abdominal palpation, however, 
at once revealed the existence of a hard body. the 
size and shape of a large fowl’s egg, situated at the 
boundary of the abdominal cavity and the anterior 
opening of the pelvis, and mobile from side to side 
and from below upwards. This body could not be 
drawn forward towards the abdominal cavity, but 
could easily be displaced towards the pelvis. Evi- 
dently, therefore, it was connected with the bladder, 
and the alternative diagnosis of vesical calculus 
and vesical tumour suggested themselves. The 
symptoms accorded with either diagnosis, and 
laparotomy was therefore decided upon. 

Under anesthesia by chloroform, an incision was 
made upon the right side of the prepuce, revealing 
the bladder in its normal position. The organ was 
not enlarged, but was hard; and its surface was 
irregular and, at some points, blackish in colour. 
It was easy to recognise the existence of ah 
extensive tumour occupying about two-thirds of the 
vesical wall. 

The only efficient operation would have been 
complete extirpation of the bladder, which is prac- 
tically pada (5 in animals on account of its dis- 
agreeable consequences. Destruction was therefore 
advised and carried out. 

The lesions, when completely examined post- 
mortem, were very interesting. The tumour occu- 
pied the anterior extremity of the bladder, and 
extended in the superior wall as far as the trigonum 
vesical. The mucous membrane was ulcerated over 
a surface about the size of a two-frane piece, and 
at this place the tissue of the tumour showed a 
grey colour and an anfractuous surface, which was 
bleeding at several points. Upon section the neo- 
plasm showed two aspects. For the greater portion 
of its extent it distinctly resembled a scirrhous 
cancer, showing a very considerable connective 
tissue stroma, in the midst of which small yellowish 
points, slightly softened, were observed. In other 
parts, on the contrary, and especially towards its 
external aspect, the tumour resembled an angioma. 

Histological examination of different portions of 
the growth absolutely confirmed the macroscopical 
diagnosis. The case was one of primary carcinoma 
of the bladder. In the epithelial islands (which 
were rather rare in the scirrhous portion of the 
tumour and ciosely approximated together in the 
portion resembling an angioma) the characters of 
vesical epithelium were found. 

The two ureters traversed the tumour ; but, while 
the left one allowed urine to pass fairly well, the 
right one was completely obliterated and allowed no 





passage. The right ureter was considerably dis- 
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tended ; it was the size of a finger, and its wall 
was thin. 

The right kidney was triple its normal volume, 
and its surface was smooth and whitish. When 
incised it gave exit to a yellowish sticky liquid. 
The wall of the kidney was scarcely three milli- 
metres thick, and the crest of the renal pelvis had 
completely disappeared. 

e evolution of the lesions was easy to compre- 
hend. The tumour had slowly invaded the peri- 
phery of the _— ureter, causing its progressive 
obstruction, and finally leading to hydro-nephrosis.— 
(Annales de Méd. Vét.). 


PaRALYSIS OF THE CESOPHAGUS IN CATTLE. 


P. N. Pedersen reports (Maanedskrift for Dyr- 
laeger) that he saw int ten cows upon one farm 
affected with paralysis of the cesophagus in the 
course of the summer andautumn. The body tem- 
perature of the patients was normal throughout, 
the feces were rather darker in colour than is 
usual, the appetite was poor, and the power of 
swallowing was totally or almost totally suspended. 
Food, when taken up, remained lying in the mouth. 
When the mouth was opened, abundant saliva 
flowed from it. Neither swelling nor sensitiveness 
could be distinguished at any point. The animals 
lay a great deal, and the visible mucous membranes 


ap pale. 
o of the affected cows died. In the case of 
one, t-mortem examination revealed a consider- 


able inflammation of the small intestine. In the 
other, post-mortem examination showed no note- 
worthy divergences from the normal. 

The treatment adopted (of which details are not 
given) was purely symptomatic. * The author can 
throw no light upon the cause of this peculiar 
affection.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


CoMMINUTED FRACTURE OF THE SUPERIOR EXxTRE- 
MITY OF THE RicHt Ramus OF THE INFERIOR 
MaxILLA—FOLLOWED BY PsEvuDO-ARTHROSIS. 


Lasserre records (Rev. Gen. de Méd. Vét.) the 
case of a mare which, for about six months, had 
shown a daily increasing difficulty in mastication 
and lost condition considerably, presenting a 
unilateral catarrh upon the right side. 

When seen by Lasserre the animal was extremely 
emaciated. Examination of the head showed a 
slight deviation of the inferior maxilla towards the 
left. The right orbital cavity appeared “ filled up” 
and the eye showed a certain degree of exophthal- 
mia. Upon the edge of the right branch of the 
inferior maxilla was a narrow, elongated, cold, indo- 
lent swelling, hard in consistence, which seemed 
connected with the bone, and ascended about as far 
as the temporo-maxillary articulation. 

iagnosis was reserved ; and, despite a thorough 
examination of the animal and careful exploration 
of the buccal cavity, the author could only suppose 
the lesion to be a tumour situated in the temporo- 
maxillary region. In view of the gravity of the 
case, slaughter was advised. 











Post-mortem examination revealed a lesion which 
had been quite unsuspected. The right branch of 
the inferior maxilla showed a fracture, the crescent- 
shaped superior fragment of which comprised the 
condyle and the coronoid process. The two frac- 
tured parts were maintained in contact, first by the 
external and internal masseter muscles, and then by 
a thick fibrous membrane, the superficial face of 
which was intimately blended with the deep mus- 
cular fibres. This fibrous ring was closed for the 
greater portion of its extent, but anteriorly it pre- 
sented a cleft of from 4-5th inch to 1 1-5th inch, 
which put the seat of fracture into communication 
with the mouth. Incision of this fibrous membrane 
revealed a centre of osteo-myelitis, containing pus 
and numerous splinters of bone. The periphery of 
the seat of fracture was the centre of a hyper- 
trophying osteitis. 

The fracture had thus partially cicatrised in the 
form of a fibrous pseudo-arthrosis. There was a 
history of the animal falling into a pit a year-and- 
a-half previously, and the author thinks that this 
had probably occasioned the fracture.—(Annales de 
Méd. Vét.). 


EXPuLsIOoN OF UTERINE COTYLEDONS IN A Cow. 


Larrien reports (Revue Vétér.) the case of a cow 
which, at her first parturition, gave birth to two 
calves. The aid of the veterinary surgeon became 
necessary, but the delivery presented no serious 
difficulty, and was concluded in a quarter of an 
hour. The membranes were expelled spontaneously 
six hours after parturition. 

The sequela of the parturition were nearly 
normal until the eighth day, when the animal 
suddenly began to strain. This resulted in the ex- 
pulsion of about twenty cotyledons detached from 
the uterine mucous membrane. Larrien then ex- 

lored the uterus, and extracted sixteen more coty- 
was which were freed from all adherence to the 
uterine walls. He followed this up by antiseptic 
injections, and the next day about ten more coty- 
ledons were expelled spontaneously. 

Larrien calls attention to the hewien points in 
this case—the parturition was accomplished in 
good conditions, the membranes were expelled 
early, and, finally, the cotyledons which were ex- 
pelled were of considerable size, and appeared not 
to have undergone the rapid involution which cus- 
tomarily follows parturition. He thinks it logical 
to attribute the latter fact to an initial lesion of the 
uterine mucous membrane, which had entailed 
circulatory disturbances. 

Upon this hypothesis, it is easy to conceive the 
possibility of a more or less considerable mortifica- 
tion of the mucous membrane and the cotyledons. 
—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 

W. RB. C. 








The full return of the voting at the Aunual election 


of Council was :—-M‘Fadyean, 1245; Trigger, 1087; 
Garnett, 1072; Thomson, 934; hnene apa 928 ; 


Clarkson, 912; Pringle, 837; Price, 761; Burt, 759; 
Dewar, 671 ; 


Packman, 541); Spruell, 453. 
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Royal College of 
Veterinarp Surgeons. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


The Annual Dinner was held for the first time in 
Treland, on Wednesday evening, 5th of June, in the 
Royai College of Surgeon, Stephen’s Green, Dublin, and 
was attended by the Lord Lieutenant and a distinguished 
company. By kind permission of the President, Vice- 
President and Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons 
the spacious halls of the College of Surgeons were place 
at the disposal of the guests for the occasion. Prof. 
A. E. Mettam, B.sc., M.R.c.v.s., President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, presided. 

Prof.. Mettam received his Excellency, who was 
accompanied by his private Secretary, Mr. Max Greene 
and Capt. Forbes, a.p.c., in the Reception Hall, and 
presented the members of the R.C V.S. Council. 

The following names are taken from the seating plan 
of the tables:—The President R.C.V.S., supported on 
his right by His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant; on 
his left by the President Royal College of Surgeons, 
Ireland (Mr. R. D. Purefoy); and by Rt. Hon. Lord 
Mayor of Belfast, mp. ; President, University College, 
Galway (Prof. A. Anderson, M.A); Rt. Hon. Jonathan 
Hogg; Rt. Hon. M. F. Cox, M.p., p.c.; President Univer- 
sity College Dublin (Dr. G J. Coffey, M.a, M.B.; Sir 
Charles Cameron, c.B.; President, Incorporated Law 
Society (Mr. Gerald Byrne); Mr. P. J. O‘Neil, J.P; 
Mr. R. E Woods, F.p.c.s1 (late President R.c.s.1.); 
Sir Jos. M‘Grath, Lieut. Col. Moore, p.v.o.; Mr. J. R. 
Campbell, B.sc.; Rt. Hon. The Earl of Fingall, Prof. 
M‘Weeney, Mr. C. Allen, F.R.c.v.s. 

At the cross tables, facing the President, J. H. Carter, 
supported by Mr. Fred Bullock, Registrar, and Mr. G 
Thatcher, Solicitor ; at the others, Messrs. R. Roberts, 
and G. A. Banham. 

Dr. Burgess, F.p.c.s.; Mr.T A. Arkins, B.A.; Private 
Secretary to His Excellency; A D.C.-in-Waiting to His 
Excellency: Dr. W.S. Haughton, B.cu.,u.m; Mr. J. N. 
Lamphier, P. M. Rath. 

Fellows and Members: Messrs. J. V. Daly, F. W. Gar- 
nett, Prof. G.T. Dunne (F), W H. Wilkinson, Prof. 
J.F. Craig, m-a.; J. J. Ross, J. A. Thompson, P. J. 
Howard, A. Dobbyn, J. Doyle ; T. R. Mulcahy, J. 
MacCormack, E. C. Winter (F), Rd. Ebbitt, J.S Me- 
Cann, W. J. Ferguson, M. Quinn, F. Shearman, 
S. T. Groome, B. H. Mellon, D.S. Prentice, Jas. Gregg, 
A. Watson, Lient.Hovg, a.v.c, W. Ashe King, J Purdy, 
W.T. M. Browne, F. A. Heney, Sydney H. Slocock (F), 
J. F. Healy, F. Hobday (F), J. Share-Jones (F), 
J. A. Hewson, R. B. Freeman, J. M‘Kenny, F. Kerr, 
A. J. Moffett, J. B. Hare, J. V. Mahony, T. F. 
Renehan, Prof. J. J. O'Connor; W. Cargill Patrick, 
W. J. O‘Donoghue, E. McSwiney, G. H. S. Jarratt, 
Capt. Deacon, A.v.c.; Alex. Monro (F), A. A. Donnelly, 
H. W. Carbury, J.J.G. Keppel, J. D. Richardson, F.C. 
Ryan, J. B. Dunlop, W. Shipley (F), F. C. Mason, 
R. H. Lambert, L M. Magee, P. D. Reavy. 

Drs. Russell, L. V. Hunt, Benson Golding, Maginnis; 
Rev. A. Mitchell; also Messrs. R. Cantrell, 1.s.0., J. Healy, 
J. Fogarty, J. Delaney,.s.p.; J. Williams, S. T. Land, 
J.V. Coyle, A. Miller,s ep, Registrar ro.s.1, and G. E. 
Haines, Registrar R.v.c.1. 

On the call of the President the toast of “The King” 
was responded to with musical honours. 

The PRESIDENT, in proposing the toast of “His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant and the prosperity of 
Ireland,” said : My Lords and gentlemen, this is indeed 
an auspicions occasion that we have as the honoured 
guest of the profession his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 


tenant. (Applause). We, members of the Council, 
highly appreciate the presence of his Excellency here 
this evening, and wish it were possible he could be 
accompanied by his gracious consort, Lady Aberdeen 
(Applause) to whom Ireland owes sv much for the 
initiation of that noble movement—the crusade against 
tuberculosis. A monument of their sojourn in Ireland 
would always be found throughout the country in that 
movement which is bringing health and happiness to 
so many homes. (Hear, hear). We, as a profession, 
recognise that great movement as a valuable factor in 
preventive medicine and we wish to show our appre- 
ciation of it. The National Health movement has 
indeed come to the rescue, if I may so term it, and is 
going to assist the movement for the provision of sana- 
toria for tuberculosis. They are going to show the 
County Councils of the country how to undertake 
certain lines of treatment to be followed by the people 
throughout the country, and the people will take ad- 
vantage of the Insurance Act by the erection of 
sanatoria. I think this movement is scarcely sutficiently 
appreciated or brought home to the ple generally. 
We, who are more or less associated with the study of 
medicine, appreciate the movement in its entirety and 
recognise the great value of the crusade against. tuber- 
culosis. (Applause). I have done what I could to assist 
their Excellencies in their efforts, and I wish to assure 
his Excellency here that they have the sympathy of the 
veterinary profession. (Applause). It is to be hoped 
that great good will accrue from what they have done 
and are doing. 

Associated with his Excellency in the toast we have 
“the prosperity of Ireland.” Do we not all hope for the 
preevertty of Ireland, and is not our very existence 

und up with the pay of Ireland? (Applause.) 
How can the prosperity of Ireland be furthered better 
than by increasing the happiness of the people in the 
homes of Ireland, and I do not think we can better 


. | appreciate this than b saying how much their Excellen- 


cies are doing for the health and nagpences of the 
pore homes. I ask you to drink a bumper to the 

ealth of Lord Aberdeen and his gracious consort Lad 
Aberdeen, wishing them more strength and all healt 
and happiness in the great work they have undertaken 
for the welfare of Ireland. (Applause). 

Lord ABERDEEN, who on rising to respond was enthu- 
siastically received, said: This delightful and ° genial 
manifestation will I assure you be long remembered by 


J.| me, and so far as in my power it will be faithfully trans- 


mitted to Lady Aberdeen. (Applause.) Yon will 
notice that the President with kindly discrimination 
alluded to that movement with which our names have 
been related, and referred to the health and happiness 
of the home. Surely this health movement is primarily 
and essentially concerned with the happiness of the 
home. (Hear, hear.) How can we have happiness in 
the home without health. The Viceregal Milk Com- 
mission is an example of the comprehensiveness aimed 
at in that movement. We all know what an important 
article of diet milk is, especially regarding the rising 
generation. Again I must express my thanks for the 
expression so gracefully and heartily offered from the 
chair and so well received by you. (Applange.) There 
are some people who do not like references to health— 
it is an insult to them ; well, there is no accounting for 
tastes, for some people do not like ye pe (Oh! 
Oh! and laughter). I do not understand why some 
people do not like to hear about health, but I do not 
think that anyone having anything to do. with this 
movement wil! have occasion to regret it. (Hear, hear.) 
But such a movement as that does not prevent the 
maintenance of interest in other important undertak- 
ings. In the prosperity of Ireland, for instance, the 








romotion of industries has played an important 
oe be allowed to allude to one department of those 
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industries—the Lace Depét—an important department 
in our Irish industrial life. The Irish Lace Depét in 
Molesworth Street, if I may divulge the fact, during the 
twelve years it has been in existence has £290,000 
sterling into the pockets of the women and children of 
Ireland. (Applause.) That is the result of the Lace 
Industry as may be verified by a visit to the head- 
quarters at 35, Molesworth Street. 

Now I am sure that we all feel that we assemble 
under most auspicious circumstances : it is a delightful 
occasion. We are the guests here of this most important 
organisation, this Institution so vitally concerned with 
some of the most fundamental business interests of this 
country. But it is a genial, hospitable occasion and 
we are not overburdened with the scientific discussions 
of the subject. Do not be afraid, gentlemen, that I shall 
be rash enough to make allusion to scientific matters— 
it is very dangerous for a layman to do so. (Laughter.) 
That reminds me of a story. A man asked a friend : how 
his little horse was doing, and the friend said, “He is 
very bad indeed ; he is suffering from a very bad attack 
of the ‘vernacular.’ The friend replied, “ Well I never 
heard of any four-footed baste with that complaint—at 
least not since Balaam’s ass.” (Laughter). 

I need not prolong my speech except to say that I 
heartily appreciate the kindly words spoken by your 
President. (Applause). 

Mr. F. W. GARNETT, J.P., M.R.C.V.S., proposed the toast 
of “Medicine,” and said that medicine in the past 
offered many martyrs to science ; that night she offered 
another, but, no martyr ever went more cheerfully to 
the stake than himself in proposing the toast. (Laughter.) 
Medicine in every branch was represented there and 
also every branch of surgery, veterinary surgery and 
preventive medicine, which had become the factor of 
all medical science. Looking to the past, where medi- 
cine came from, and to the future, where it is going, 
if there was one profession in the world which gained 
more by its faith it was the medical profession. From 
the beginning of history faith had caused medicine to 
divide into two great sections—the licensed and the 
unlicensed. There were few men in medicine who have 
not made something out of faith—certainly there were 
many patent-medicine veudors who have made a great 
thing out of faith. (Laughter). The great epoch in 
medicine which opened the eyes of faith-eurers began 
with the discovery of antiseptics by the great Lister. 
(Applause). That showed people that there was some- 
thing besides faith in medicine. At the same time and 
almost concurrent with it another great factor began to 
creep into the practice of medicine, and that was, very 
slowly and gradually, the development of preventive 
medicine. It was on that side that all medical practi- 
tioners should concentrate their thoughts, for whatever 
benefits medicine may have given to humanity in the 

t there were still greater benefits to be gained in the 
uture and gained by the uprooting of the blind faith 
in potions and lotions, which were so fashionable with 
the highest practitioner and with the lowest vendor of 
patent medicines. “We want a missionary service to 
educate the public to what medicine has arrived at to- 
day,” Mr. Garnett continued. The entire feeling, the 
whole aspect of medicine has totally changed, and the 
study of preventive medicine would bring more honour 
to the profession than anything that has taken place in 
the past Ireland was never behind-hand in the forward 
march of the profession, and he had great pleasure in 
coupling with the toast the names of Sir Hawtrey 
Benson and Mr. R. H. Woods as representing medicine 


and curgery: 
Mr. R. H. Woops, M.p., ex-President R.C.S.I., res- 
a It was only last night he learnt that Sir 
awtry Benson, who was to reply to the toast on be- 
half of medicine would not be present, so he found 





himself responsible for replying for both surgery and 


medicine. Proceeding, Mr. Woods said the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was a young and vigorous 
body, and a body, judging by its short history, that had 
a brilliant career before it. (Applause.) He thought 
it had achieved work that any institution in this or any 
other country might well be proud of. There was one 
respect in which the purely medicine men envied the 
members of the veterinary profession who had a great 
advantage over them, in the fact that when they of the 
veterinary profession did make a mistake they had no 
one to tell them so. He presumed that they did some- 
times make mistakes, for there is no surer sign of an 
impostor than a person who never makes a mistake. 
He thanked them very heartily for the kind way they 
received the toast. (Applause). 

In calling on the Right Hon. Dr. M. F. Cox, P.c., M.D., 
to respond on behalf of the medical profession in the 
unavoidable absence of Sir Hawtrey Benson, P.R., C.P.I., 
the Chairman said that Dr. Cox was a distinguished 
leader of medicine, a great friend of the veterinary pro- 
fession, and the author of the only book on “The Horse ” 
read in Ireland. 

Dr. Cox alluded to the many Irish names famous 
in the medical profession, such as Corrigan, Graves, 
Stokes, Cruise and others who have now passed away, 
and he recognised the great names in surgery also which, 
like the British Army could accomplish the almost im- 
— a age He had been connected with the 

eterinary College as a member, and he certainly was 
one who wished well to -their profession. He loved 
horses as much as any man, and like most of his 
audience he had been lucky enough to own horses. He 
had once (assisted by a friend present) “ perpetrated ” 
a little book on “The Irish horse,” and it had the 
honour of being quoted by Ridgeway and other dis- 
tinguished writers. (Applause). The Irish horses were 
famous since the dawn of history In the middle ages 
the Papal Chariot of the Duke of Ferrara’s staff were 
horsed by Irish hobbies brought specially from Ireland. 
The day of the motor had now come, but the day of the 
horse was not yet done; when squadrons mustered 
for war, at hunting, which the noble Lord (Lord Fingall) 
present with them illustrated, at racing, as that Derby day 
showed, the horse was still to the fore. Horses no less 
than men have contributed much to the making of the 
world’s history, and the men who devoted their ener- 
gies to the alleviation of the sufferings of the thorough- 
bred or the farm horse deserved to be thanked. There- 
fore as a inedical man, as a physician, and as member 
of the Governing Body of the College he (Dr. Cox) re- 
plied to the honour of the twin branehes of medicine 
and surgery. He was proud to think that they had 
done no small share in improving the breed of the 
horse, and he wished them, the veterinary profession, all 
success in the work of alleviation of equine suffering 
and in equine medicine in England and Ireland. When 
they, the members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, were by their energy and ability seeking to 
improve the breed of horses in Ireland, they were doing 
a noble work in the interests of the country. (Ap- 
plause). 

Mr. James McKENNY, M.R.C.V.3., proposed the toast 
of “ Agriculture.” They could not have drunk so heartily 
to that toast or dined so well were it not for the great 
industry of agriculture: the prosperity of agriculture 
supplied that admirable dinner and was the occasion of 
the joyous meeting. Agriculture must also be con- 
sidered with the problem of disease in fruit, vegetables, 
and animals. Some people, through want of knowledge, 
stated things which were untrue, and a week ago a 
gentleman was foolish enough to say that the veterinary 
profession knew nothing of contagious disease. (“ No, 
no.”) That reminded him of an experience of his own. 
He attended a lady’s dog and found the animal suffering 
from pneumonia : the lady assured him that nobody in 
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the family had the complaint. He prescribed for the 
dog and the next day he was surprised to find, and they 
would be surprised to know, that the animal was no 
better. (Laughter). The lady, who he cautioned about 
contagion, said she never suffered from prevention of 
disease in her life. (Laughter). Three days later he saw 
the announcement of the lady’s death from pneumonia. 
That lady suffered from want of knowledge, too. (Laugh- 
ter and applause). Some people thought that all we 
have to say is “presto! begone!” that the patient 
would be cured, and that we are magicians, not practi- 
tioners. 

Mr. J. R. CampBet., of the Department of Agricul- 
ture, in replying to the toast of “Agriculture,” said 
that farming was in a promising condition now compared 
with a generation ago. The late eighties and early 
nineties was a period of great agricultural depression. 
Foreign competition was keen, prices fell, and land went 
under pasture to an extent from which it has not yet 
recovered. At that time there was no provision for 
agricultural education in Great Britain except in the 
University of Edinburgh. State aid was not available 
and agriculture was regarded as a purely commercia 
concern. But while other industries could get cheap 
food from foreign countries, public opinion soon began 
to realise that a rural population, however it was to 
be maintained, was essential to the vitality of the 
nation. One of the indications in the change of policy 
was the passing of the Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction Act, 1889, and in the following year what was 
known as the Whiskey Money became avallable for 

ricultural education. Then came the establishment 
of the Department in Ireland ; later still the Develop- 
ment Commission ; only a few weeks ago the Board of 
Agriculture in Scotland. ; and he understood a demand 
was now being made for a similar Board in Wales. 
The tendency at the present time was for leglslation to 
speed up the work of these existing Boards and Dec- 
partments. Already in Ireland there wasa law to com- 
pel farmers to cut certain weeds ; vendors of agricul- 
tural seeds had to supply samples of their goods and 
state their origin ; and in various other ways a certain 
amount of pressure was being brought to bear on farmers 
all over the United Kingdom. The Butter Bill now 
before Parliament, and the demand for compulsory 
registration of stud animals were indications of a move- 
ment in the same direction. So long as these measures 
were self-imposed, that is to say, were agreed to by the 
farmers themselves, and wisely administered, there need 
be no fear of the results. Referring to the success of the 
Irish Veterinary College he said that the Edinburgh Uni- 
versity had just an ordinance for degrees in 
Veterinary Science, and he hoped in the near future 
similar action would be taken in Dublin. The Develop- 
ment Commissioners’ grant of £50,000 for agricultural 
research included provision for veterinary investiga- 
tion. He hoped this was but an earnest of still better 
provision for the future. 

His ExcELLENCY proposing the “ Royal nye of 
Veterinary Surgeons,” said : The announcement of this 
toast by the Chairman reminds you that we have now 
arrived at the main toast of the evening, “The Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons.” (Applause.) I may 
remark by way of reminder as there are so many visitors 
resent that this College is the central body of the pro- 
ession, The Charter: was obtained in 1844, The im- 
portance of this is manifestly to the interests of the 
profession. There are the various Veterinary Colleges 
also in different parts of the Kingdom ; the Royal Veter- 
inary Coll of I London, the charter of which dates 
back from the year 1795. It is a matter of special con- 


gratulation that that College in the yom ee | brief 
—_ should have made its mark in such a conspicuous 
and m 


rinary 


ificent manner. (Applause.) The Royal Vete- 
llege of Edinburgh was incorporated ten years 





later, and is a comparatively new one. The Annual 
Meeting of representatives of the profession is, I believe, 
usually heid in London. But this year for the first time 
in the history of the Institution it has been held in 
Dublin, which is certainly a tribute to the position and 
prestige of the profession in this country ; and parti- 
cularly a tribute to your esteemed President. (Ap- 
plause.) I can say with reference to the status of the 
profession, that it is steadily growing in the due and 
proper estimation of the whole public : and the interest- 
ing illustration of that has just now been given by 
Professor Campbell, who alluded to the recognition of 
the profession on the part of the Universities. (Hear, 
hear.) He mentioned that the University of Edinburgh 
and the University of London now grant academic i 
grees for attainment in Veterinary Science. This is dis- 
tinct from the granting of diplomas, which are given by 
the Royal College and which have more directly to do 
with Veterinary Practice. As you know, in this depart- 
ment the Royal College maintains a very high and strict 
standard. We find we have indirect testimony in this 
way also, as I am informed by the President that some 
of the Fe a and perhaps most zealous Governments 
—the daughter Colonies and States of Great Britain, 
such as South Africa—are flying to your College for 

ualified men to be sent out to fil official positions for 
the promotion and maintenance of veterinary science. 
It is delightful to hear how worthily the Body has 
maintained their traditions and added to their reputa- 
tion. As for Irelané, the testimony given to-night is 
most gratifying as to the maintenance of the profession 
as a whole. Professor Campbell has said a few words, 
very aptly, about the action of the Department and the 
work of veterinary science,:and concluded his remarks 
by alluding to the fact that veterinary dispensaries had 
been established in various parts of the country in 
Ireland, where they were most needed ; and subsidies 
have been granted to veterinary surgeons to carry on the 
work in those districts. An allusion made to-night 
apparently referred to had its bearing in the lack of re- 
cognition and appreciation in the sense that they required 
more facilities and more encouragement than they yet 
enjoyed throughout the country as a whole, for as we all 
know, they have a most excellent equipment in the Irish 
headquarters, the Royal College. is toast will be 
coupled with the name of the Principal of that College, 
Professor Mettam. (Applause.) His name in connection 
with the College, even apart from his other achieve- 
ments, should evoke expressions of the warmest admira- 
tion. 1 allude to what he had to do with the creation 
of the College, not only the creation of it in the general 
sense but in the litera! sense—of the very construction of 
the College. I believe that he, day after day, was super- 
vising the construction and equipment, thus saving 
much expense and ensuring that everything was done to 
the best advan Hear, hear.) hen we r2member 
that, together with this arduous work, he was giving 
numerous lectures we can imagine the enormous energy 
and brain-power exerted. (Applause.) I think we may 
congratulate him for one who is still comparatively 
young ; he celebrated only his 46th birthday last Sunday 
and he looks young—long may he flourish, not only in 
his official capacity but in his all-round activities and 

rsonal attractions and valuable qualities which endear 

im to all with whom he comes into contact. We may 
conclude by saying that we wish him long life and hap- 

iness. He has been ably supported by his coadjutor- 

ishop so to speak, in arranging this admirable banquet 
— > annual meetings of this great society. (Ap- 
plause). 

‘The PRESIDENT, B.C.v.S., who was received with ap- 
plause, said that he wished to thank his Excellency for 
the very kind way he had = the toast of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and for the very 





able way in which he had referred to the efforts of the 
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members of the profession in following their profession 
in this country. He also wished to thank him for the 
very kind references he had made to himself personally. 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, as his Excel- 
lency had already stated, came into existence in the year 
1844, Its objects were to assist in the future teaching, 
to establish examinations and generally to look after the 
welfare of the profession. Since that time the profession, 
he claimed, had advanced by leaps and bounds. (Ap- 
plause.) Veterinary surgeons had done their share of 
the work, sometimes he thought they had done more 
than their share in the advancement of medicine and 
surgery. In this country—he was referring to the 
United Kingdom—they had to fight their way un- 
assisted by the Government, and indeed unassisted by 
any funds other than those which the individual mem- 
bers of the profession themselves Veterinary 
science and veterinary research had been carried out at 
the expense of the individual ; they never had any assist- 
ance in these matters from the Government. The assist- 
ance that they might have at the present moment had 
only been given within the last two or three years. Any 
research work they did had to be carried out in the 
interval between the arduous work of the teachers. The 
all knew that a teacher’s work kept him well occupied, 
and they could understand the difficulties under which 
research work was carried out. The duties of a pro- 
fessor were not necessarily to teach. They were rather 
to direct and preside over the laboratories which he 
controlled, and see things through to an end. If they 
were to advance in medicine they could only do so by 
teaching the truths which they learnt in the laboratories. 
They now recognised the fact that the state had come to 
its senses, if he might be permitted to use those words, 
and to show their appreciation of the work done in 
veterinary surgery and to give the assistance in vete- 
rinary research which should have been given years ago. 
(Hear, hear.) Their work was connected with animals, 
and the great asset and national wealth of Ireland was 
in its equine and bovine population. If Ireland was to 
prosper it miust be by her herds increasing and multi- 
plying, and by those herds going to other countries. If 

reland was going to be successful in the advance in 
agriculture made along the lines indicated by Prof. 
Campbell, she must raise and breed stocks for con- 
suinption and for breeding purposes in other countries. 
In such advance they, the members of the Veterinary 

rofession would have an important part, for they would 

ave to look after the treatment of disease. They would 
also have to look to the prevention of disease. Preven- 
tive medicine is the medicine of the future. 

He would like now to refer to the question of their 
domestic policy. They had struck hard times. They 
were in the ition that their income did not in an 
way come within measurable distance of their expendi- 
ture. Their expenditure continued at the same high 
level. They had endeavoured to bring students and 
undergraduates into line. They had increased the stiff- 
ness of their preliminary examination—they all know 
what that means—when the standard was raised it 
meant the cutting down of a number of possible entrants 
into the profession. They did not despite the fact that 
they knew that it would cut off a considerable portion 
of their income, but they did it in order to raise the 
standard of the profession. (Applause.) Their source 
of income now was derived from what was saved out of 
the expenses in connection with examinations and other 
duties in connection with the College. The profession 
had risen to the occasion when they observed the state 
of affairs. A great majority of the profession had agreed 
to a voluntary tax. It was necessary in order to make 
that voluntary tax a question of law to obtain an Act of 
Parliament, so that they could enforce it on the others. 
They had a Bill for that purpose before the House of 
‘Commons for several years, but owing to the pressure of 





¥|J.S. MacCann, M.R.c.v.s., and 





business there they had never been able to get it beyond 
its first reading. It was one of the innocents that had 
been massacred. (Laughter.) He hoped that Lefore 
the present Session of Parliament terminated the Bill 
would become an Act, and that then the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons would have in hand sufficient 
money to carry on and continue its good work. (Ap- 
plause.) The work which was done by the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was not 
solely for the benefit of the profession but was more 
for the protection of the public. Let him ask them 
who were the great opponents of medicine, and the 
would agree that it was quacks who practised wit. 
patent medicines. They wanted to protect the profess- 
1on against those who were not up to its standard, and 
they wanted to protect the public against those men 
who practised as qualified men and yet who had never 
set foot inside a college. If they could get rid of that 
class of men it would be a benefit to the public as well 
as to the profession itself. (Applause). He thanked 
them for the way they had resnonded to the toast. It 
was, as His Excellency had mentioned, the first time 
that their meeting was held in Dublin, and the first 
time that their annual dinner was ever held at this side 
of the channel. Only once before, he believed, was it 
held outside of London. He understood from those 
resent at the meetings that the meeting in Dublin had 
na success. (Applause). There were two distinct 
features of their gathering thatevening. The first was 
the presence of His Excellency. (Applause). It was an 
honour that the profession would cherish for many years 
to come. It was the most flattered and cherished 
honour that they in Ireland could contemplate, the 
would cherish the memory of the fact that His Excel- 
lency, the representative of His ee gerd the King, — 
their dinner table there that night. (Applause). There 
was one thing they regretted—that he was not accom- 
—— by Her Excellency — Aberdeen. The second 
eature was the courtesy and hospitality of the Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, and Fellows of the Royal Colle; 
of Surgeons for giving them the use of their hall. e 
would assure the President and he would assure his 
Council that it was an honour that they highly appre- 
ciated. (Hear, hear). He again thanked them for the 
kind way they had received the toast and for the 
kind way they had associated his name with it. 
yp re", 
1eut.-Col. Moorg, P.V.0., pro the toast of “The 
Visitors,” which was responded to by Sir Charles 
Cameron, C.B. 


During the evening choice songs were rendered by, 
amongst others. Dr. W.S. Hau fton, B.CH., L.M., Mr. 

r.S. T. Land, and a 
charming musical programme was discoursed by the 
Ladies’ String Orchestra, conducted by Miss Archibald. 








A Plea for Veterinary Research. 


At the Twenty-first meeting of the Council of Agri- 
culture (Ireland) held at Leinster House, Dublin, on 
22nd ult., Mr. T. W. Russell, m.p., Vice-president of the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction, 
presiding. 

INVESTIGATION OF ANIMAL DISEASEs. 
Mr. Thomas A. McClure, J.p. (Co. Armagh) pro- 


“ That, in the opinion of this Council, the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland are 
not sufficiently alive to the fact that diseases, communic- 
able from one animal to another, are annually on the 
increase with alarming rapidity in many parts of Ireland. 
That the stamping out of disease has already become an 
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absolute necessity in order that stock-raising and the 
production of milk and beef may continue as profitable 
to the agriculturists of Ireland as heretofore. That it 
is abundantly evident to the vast majority of the rural 
ratepayers of this country that funds which are tindin 
their way into other live stock channels, would, in 
human probability, be much more profitably employed 
in the conduct of veterinary research work. That it be 
a recommendation from this Council to the Agricultural 

when next allocating the funds at their disposal, 
to provide sufficiently for such, even should this necessi- 
tate curtailment in other directions.” 

He said he did not think that many would di 
with him when he said that diseases in cattle in this 
country were decidedly on the increase. The number of 
cases of Red water and Bloody flux, he believed, was in- 
creasing everywhere. In his district the number had 
gone up considerably, and instead of being in a certain 
season, the disease was now prevalent all the year round. 
Last year the graziers in the Counties of , and 
Armagh were very hard hit with Red water, and many 
finished the season with the balance on the wrong side 
of their account. This season the death-roll had gone 
up, and aeeeeny with milch cows. The Department 
had expended large sums of money in live stock schemes. 
But what had they done in veterinary research work ? 
Absolutely nothing. Red water alone cost Ulster 
£200,000 a year, and it got leave to run its course un- 
checked. No preventive had yet been discovered, nor 
was any attempt being made, as far as he knew, in this 
direction. This was only one of the many virulent dis- 
eases prevalent in this county ; Blackleg, Felon, and 
Bloody flux being the most common. The Departinent, 
in his opinion, should not risk the uncertainty of grants 
from the Development Commissioners or any other 
source, but should lay aside sufficient funds for a vete- 
rinary research station at once, even if it was necessary 
to curtail expenses in other directions. 

The Vice-President said the Development Commis- 
sioners some time ago were understood to have recom- 
mended a grant, but it had never been paid. Mr. 
M‘Clure’s motion was one of the most important that 
could be placed on the notice paper. Ireland and Eng- 
land, and Scotland also, were sustaining enormous losses 
from diseases in cattle. Veterinary science knew little 
or nothing about those diseases. That was rather a 
humiliating thing to say, but it was time that the truth 
should be told about it. It was only quite recently 
‘that Parliament had done anything to foster veterinary 
research. Isolation was the only remedy that veterinary 
science had for Foot-and-mouth disease. Was there an 
veterinary scientist in Great Britain who could tell 
them the cause of contagious sterility in cattle or the 
remedy for it? They knew nothing about Swine fever. 
Isolation and sanitation was the remedy. Even if they 
had got £3,000 for veterinary research, which they had 
not, what was the use vf £3,000 in face of the facts? 
The thing would have to be tackled on a very large 


scale. He felt the most extraordinary reluctance to 
talk about funds for this pu Ireland contributed 
her share of the money which the Development Com- 


missioners dispensed, and they were entitled to get their 
fair share of it back. (Hear, hear.) He did not look 
upon funds from the Development Commission as any 
present or gratuity to Ireland. It was nonsense and an 
Insult to the country to be 5 ag about a grant of 
£3,000 for agricultural research in Ireland. He hoped 
the Council would take strong ground upon this sub- 
ject. They should demand to have their fair share of 
the t for these purposes, so that their farmers 


should not be allowed to go in ignorance of the diseases 
that were destroying their herds. 

Mr. James G. Dooley said he had never lost a beast 
with redwater owing to the remedy that he had applied. 


isagree | again. 
Mr. H 






farmers 


slipped 


a calf. 

Mr. Campbell said the Department’s first demand on 
the Development Commissioners was for a very big sum 
and the Commissioners rejected it. They then made a 
modest claim for £7,000. The Commissioners said they 
would recommend the Treasury to give a t of 
£5000 if the Agricultural Board gave £2500. They be- 
lieved that the Commissioners recommended that to the 
Treasury, but the Department had got no reply from 
the Treasury, though they had approached it again and 


Mr. M. Slattery, s.r. (Tipperary), thought 
om be prevented from alles cows that had 


. T. Barrie, m.p., said the amount seemed 

utterly inadequate to the occasion. He thought the 

Council should make a new representation to the 

Development Commissioners. If the matter was 

pune in Parliament on the Government there would 
e cordial co-operation from his side of the House. 

The Vice-President said the Council ouzht not to pass 
Mr. McClure’s resolution, which contained a reflection 
on the Department. The Department had been fighting 
for this money ; th-y had been engaged in this matter 
for months and months, but had not got a sixpence yet. 

Captain Loftus thought they should apply to the 
Development Commissivners for at least £10,000 to carry 
out scientific veterinary research. The work of the 
Department in Ireland in every branch of agricultural 
research had been such as to merit the approbation of 
all fair-minded men. 

The Vice-President said the resolution from start to 
finish was a reflection on the Department not intended 
by Mr. McClure. 

Mr. McClure: No. 

The Vice-President said the money should be given 
for this purpose at once if it was given at all. 

Mr. Field, m.p., denied that disease among cattle was 
increasing 1n Ireland. Ireland at the present moment 
was more free from all classes of animal disease than 
any other country in the world. 

After some further discussion, the following resolu- 
tion, proposed by Capt. Loftus, and seconded by Mr. 
McClure, was unanimously, in substitution for 
that proposed by Mr. McClure :— 


“That this Council considers it a matter of urgent 
necessity that the Department should be enabled to 
carry out full investigations into the diseases of ani- 
mals, which are causing loss to Irish farmers, and 
they urge that the Department should obtain an ade- 

uate sum from the Development Commissioners for 
the urpose of scientific research, the sum recom- 
mended by that body and not yet granted being, in 
the opinion of the Council, wholly inadequate.” 
—TheFreeman’s Journal. 





Meat Inspection in the City of London. 


In his last report, addressed to the Right Hon the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the Corpora- 
tion of London, Dr. Collingridge expressed his gratitude 
for the poe and unvarying support afforded him 
during the thirty-two years that he has had the privi- 
lege of serving as Medical Officer. The importance and 
a of the office have greatly increased, and 
will be heavier in the future, as the value of health condi- 
tions on the welfare of the people becomes more and 
more realised. The wae goes on to say :— 

“Many important changes have taken place, and in 
no direction have these been more apparent than in the 
increased care and attention paid to the food supply. 
ee the City, as the Market Authority for ony one- 
half of the country, this question has imposed heavy 


burdens. On the retirement of your late Chief In- 





Milk fever could also be cured. 





the opportunity was taken to appoint a Vete- 
nspector, Mr. T. Dunlop Young, to take charge, 


spector, 
rinary i 
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under your Medical Officer of Health, of the arrange- 
ments in the various markets, and with his valuable 
assistance, the system has been remodelled and deve- 
loped to meet modern ideas. It was found difficult to 
obtain sufficiently qualified Meat Inspectors, and the 
system was tried of taking young men, who had received 
good practical training in butchering and slaughtering, 
and appointing them on probation for a term of three 
ears, during which time they were to obtain a know- 
me of the markets and the meat inspection, and 
ualify as Inspectors under the Public Health Acts. 

hen fully qualified such probationers are eligible for 
appointment as full inspectors. The experiment has 
proved most successful, and the city has now a well 
qualified staff of Meat Inspectors. 

In addition to new and commodious offices, the Cor- 
poration has provided a laboratory, fitted with all appli- 
ances for bacteriological and microscopical work ; a de- 
tention room for the examination of doubtful and 
suspected meat, and a museum for the reception of 
morbid y Soa Ae for the purpose of instruction. These 
have all n found of the utmost value in carrying on 
the work of meat inspection. 


EXAMINATION AT TIME OF SLAUGHTER. 


Inspection at any stage is useful in protecting the 

ublic health, but the only real and scientific system 
is that which deals with the meat at the time of 
slaughter, when all the organs are present. The only 
slaughtering within the city is that carried out at Ald- 
gate, and in order to ensure the inspection of all animals 
at slaughter it was necessary to modify the then Bye- 
laws.* The introduction of a Bye-law restricting the 
hours of slaughter, except on due notice been given, 
permitted arrangements being made for the presence of 
an Inspector whenever killing was going on. While in 
only 40 cases during the last six months was notice 
given for slaughtering outside the fixed hours, the 
quantity seized as unfit for food during the year 1911 | 
amounted tc 219 carcases, 120 pieces, and 5,294 organs, | 


as compared with 117 carcases, 52 pieces, and 1,684 | tral Meat Market, and the advisability of having avail- 


organs in 1910. While the number of animals killed 
increased by 16°5 per cent., the total number of seizures 
increased by 203 per cent. 


Meat InspEcTION—“ CHaotic CoNnFUSION.” 


The question of meat inspection cannot be considered 
as satisfactorily solved until some definite pronounce- 
ment binding uniformly with the force of law upon all 


{ 

authorities is made by the Government. At present 
each authority interprets the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission according to its own ideas, the result 
being chaotic confusion. Science is never at a stand- 
still, and the Royal Commission’s advice as to pigs is 

now 15 years old, and no longer in accordance with the 

views held by the most advanced authorities in other 

countries. In no other country is the entire carcase of 

a pig destroyed on account of a speck of tubercle in 

one particular gland. This, however, is the course re- 

commended by the Commission. Certainly in cases 

where the animal is inspected at the time of slaughter 

(when the evidence of the organs is present, and the 

Inspector is in a position to give a definite opinion), the 

existence of any degree of disease should be an indica- 

tion of the necessity for further examination, and in 

| such cases the backbone should be cut down and the 

| kidneys and other glands throughout the body should be 

| carefully inspected. If there is no further evidence of 

| disease, it would appear to be perfectly safe to remove 

| the part infected (usually the head) and to allow the 

| rest of the carcase to be used for food. 





ANTHRAX. 


| 

| On the 24th May last, one of your Meat Inspectors, 
| while examining some pig carcases exposed for sale at 
| the Central Meat Market, observed one, which in his 
| opinion presented lesions suggestive of anthrax Pend- 
| ing definite diagnosis the carcase was carefully isolated. 
| Microscopical examination, conducted by your Veteri- 
| nary inspector, revealed the presence of anthrax bacilli 
| in considerable numbers, and a subsequent examination 
| by the Assistant Pathologist at the Royal Veterinary 
| College, confirmed this diagnosis, as also did the result 
| obtained by the Veterinary Inspectors of the Board of 
| Agriculture, to whom specimens were sent as required 
| by the Anthrax Order, 1910. The usual qe er 
| Measures were taken, and everything with which the 
| carcase had been in contact was disinfected. 


The value of the laboratory, recently established, as 
as an adjunct to the Meat Inspectors’ offices at the Ceu- 


WEBLO At = 


able the services of a scientific advisor, has been demon- 
| strated by this case, in which a definite diagnosis was 
| made, and the necessary measures taken to prevent 
| any danger of spread of the infection. 

Recent investigations have shown that lesions in pi 
that have succumbed to anthrax, may be often so slight 
as to escape recognition without microscopical and bac- 
teriological examination.” 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
























































Anthrax. Foot- Glanders t+ a 
and-Mouth includi Parasitic ate | Swine Fever. 
Diesien: (including Mange. % 
ed Outbreaks Animals Farcy) 
Rigs Gon-| Re. | Con-| Re. | Out- | Ani- | Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani-| Out-| Ont- | Slangh- 
firm’d|ported |firm’d |ported breaks} mals. breaks) mals. {breaks} mals. breaks breaks. | tered. * 
Outbreaks 

{[RELAND. Week ended June l peo al 2 2 10 30 

1911 1 eve ont woh 3 eve 12 

Corresponding Week in 1910 1 éé0 5 1 2 4 142 

1909 ae eee tae: 2 4 4 | 1 

Total for 22 weeks, 1912 ead 2 2 sas | Sas 89 252 121 1150 

1911 ot: Boks | ae i ees 38 239 49 | 928 

Corresponding period in {ss10 4 7 ie ne 1 2 34 328 44 1048 

1909 3 3 | 1 2 45 273 28 354 
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Action on a Certificate of Soundness. 


Before Mr. Justice Phillimore, at Oxfordshire Assizes 
on Saturday, June 8th, F. B. Lynch, Wardington, Ban- 
bury, sued Reginald Over, veterinary surgeon, of Rugby, 
for damages for negligence and lack of skill in certifying 
a horse as sound, which, in fact, was unsound. 

Mr. Cecil Walsh was for plaintiff, and Mr. C. F. 
Vachell, K.C., and Mr. V. Graham Milward for the 
defence. 

Mr. Walsh, in opening the case, said the horse was 
bought from a Mr. Newbury, of Byfield, his client having 
stated that he wanted one that would make a first-class 
hunter, and be suitable for the Bicester and Warden 
Hill country. On December 4th, 1909, defendant sent 
a certificate stating that at the request of Mr. H. F. B. 
Lynch he had examined a chestnut hunter gelding, the 
property of Mr. Newbury. He further said: “The 
animal is, in my opinion, sound at the present time ; 
there is a slight enlargement in the curb-place under the 
near hock, which I consider is a natural formation. I 
consider the horse has the making of a first-class hunter, 
and one likely to stand work well. It will fill out more 
in twelve months, and havinga short back and powerful 
quarters it may make 14 stone, but I should put it under 
rather than over. He moves well, and is a taking-look- 
ing horse.” In fact, the horse turned out to have a curb, 
and went lame in consequence. His professional wit- 
ness would say that there was no such thingasa natural 
enlargement in the curb-place, as spoken of in the 
certificate. Therefore, at the time of the examination, 
the horse was palpably unsound, and no veterinary sur- 
geon should have passed it as sound. The horse, on 
defendant’s certificate, was bought for £150. Plaintiff 
had since sold it for £36 15s. 

Charles Wood Page, F.R.c.v.s., of Banbury, said a curb 
was an enlargement of the back of the hock upon a 
rig ligament. He first saw this horse on Decem- 

r 13th, 1909, when it was brought into his yard, and 
he noticed it had a curb on the near hind leg. On 
March 8th, 1910, he was professionally consulted, and 
the horse was then lame. A horse with a curb could 
not be described as sound. He did not think there 
could bea natural enlargement in the curb place. 

By Mr. Vachell, k.c.: When he first saw the horse in 
December, 1909, it was being ridden by the groom, and 
he noticed it waslame then. From Wardington to Ban- 
bury would be a distance of about five miles. Witness 
had not treated the horse. If curb was treated in the 
early stages it nearly always yielded to treatment. The 
term used in the profession was “springing a curb,” 
which meant that it came on suddenly. 

Walter Green, bailiff in the employ of plaintiff, said 
when tlie horse came to the stables in September it 
appeared to besound. He noticed a slight enlargement 
of the hock. The horse went back to Mr. Newbury to 
ee trained, and when it was returned in December it was 

me. 

By Mr. Vachell, k.c.: During the first three weeks 
after the horse arrived it was ridden, and it might have 
been out cubbing. 

John wel Tuck, groom to Mr. Lynch at the time in 

uestion, said he remembered the horse being delivered. 
The morning after its arrival he noticed that it hada 
slight enlargement underneath the hock. Plaintiff rode 
the animal and found it very fresh to start with. He 
sent it back to Mr. Newbury to be properly schooled. 
When it returned in December he found the animal was 
very stiff, and the enlargement seemed to have grown. 
The animal afterwards went lame. 

By Mr. Vachell: He did not inform plaintiff of the 
enlargement. A groom named Holland took charge of 
the horse on December 20th. 


Professor James McCall, F.R.c.v.s., Principal of the 
Glasgow College, who said he had been in practice for 
55 years, stated that he had not seen the horse in ques- 
tion, but he had seen the certificate. 

Mr. Walsh: What do you say about it ? 

Prof. McCall: From reading it, and thinking it over, 
and also from the remark which Mr. Over has made 
himself, namely, that there is a very slight enlargement 
in the curb place of the near hock, which he considered 
to be natural formation, I formed the opinion that the 
horse had a curb, and that it had recovered from the 
strain at that time. It was a four year old horse. Pro- 
ceeding, the witness, with the aid of a portion of the 
hock of a horse, explained to the Judge the difference 
between a curb and an enlargement of the metatarsal 
bone. A curb, he said, was a strain of the fibres <f a 
particular ligament, and the seat of what was called 
the curb was at the head of the cuboid. That which 
caused the strain of the fibres was the tension produced 
upon the head of the os calcis, and the pull of that told 
age ae upon the ligament running to the cuboid. 

he enlargement of the metatarsal bone was not a curb ; 
the curb was higher than that. 

His Lordship: What do you say, sir, about this ? 

Witness : If the gentleman who wrote this certificate 
said there was an enlargement of the head of the external 
metatarsal bone, then the horse would not be unsound, 
if natural. That is not a curb. 

His Lordship: You mean there cannot be any enlarge- 
ment in the curb place which is not a curb? 

Witness : Any enlargement of that ligament is what 
we calla curb, and an enlargement of the head of the 
metatarsal bone is an enlar, ement of the head of the 
metatarsal bone, which is not an extension of the 
ligament. 

Mr. Walsh: And being a curb, that is unsoundness ? 
—Undoubtedly. 

Witness said that, as a rule, when a horse “springs a 
curb” he was lame the next morning, and there was a 
slight puffy swelling, a slight thickening of the ligament. 
If allowed to rest for a time the lameness would pro- 
bably disappear and there would be a slight thickening 
of the ligament, due to the running together of the 
tissues. The horse might remain not lame for a length 
of time, and then just strain some fibres again, and that 
would add to the enlargement. If a horse was rested 
for six weeks after having sprung a curb, and was fired 
and blistered and turned out to grass, it would 
frequently come up perfectly sound and remain sound. 

Wr. Walsh : The ene of lameness may de- 
pend on the degree of work which the animal does ?— 
It entirely depends on the number of fibres which may 
be torn or stretched at the time. 

May it re-awaken ?—Yes, especially if it has a curby 
formation of the hock. A well-formed hock runs ina 
straight line. A horse with a curby formation of the 
hock, although it is not a curb, is very apt to spring a 
curb. 

It would be dangerous to certify a hunter as sound 
which has suffered in that way?—A horse might be 
fired and blistered, but would not be able to be entered 
legally as sound. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Vachell, k.c.: Your opinion 
is based entirely on the language of the certificate ? 

Prof. McCall : It must be, because I have never seen 
the horse. 

Because he says in his certificate that there is a very 
slight enlargement in the curb place on near hock, you 
therefore think it must and can only refer to a curb !— 
That is my opinion. 

If he had said, as you say, that there was an enlarge- 
ment of the head of the metatarsal bone, that would 
have put it quite clear !—If it had been an enlargement 
of the head of the metatarsal. bone that horse would not 





have been lame, ; 
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Not from that, I quite I daresay you agree 
that when you have been aaed to specially examine a 
horse it is safer to mention it if there is such a thing !— 
I certainly would not mention it. 

Do you think that when you are certifying, not, you 
know, to a veterinary surgeon or a professor, but to a 
country gentleman, do you think it would be any use 
unow of an enlargement of the head of the metatarsal 

ne 

His Lordship : He says he should not mention it. 

Mr. Vachell : Practically, although it may be a little 
distance away from the curb place, practically, in 
popular language, you would say it was in the curb 
place would you not? Would you expect him to use the 
words “an enlargement of the metatarsal bone ?”— 
Most assnredly. I would not have introduced the word 
“curb” at all; I should have said an enlargement of the 
metatarsal bone. 

His Lordship : It is no use, in dealing with a country 
gentleman, to say that an arm means a leg. 

Mr. Vachell : That is hardly a parallel, my lord. 

Mr. Vachell : Is there such a thing as a natural forma- 
tion in the curb place itself ? 

Witness: A curby formation of the hock is different 
to a curb. 

His Lordship: Do you know of any other enlarge- 
ment in the curb place ? 

Witness : None except that. 

Mr. Vachell : Is there such a thing as natural enlarge- 
ment in the curb place ?— No. 

John Varney, M.R.c.v.s., of Winslow, who said he had 
been in practice for thirty years, said he examined the 
horse in the presence of Mr. Wood Page on March 30th, 
1910. He agreed that the horse had a well developed 
curb at that time, and was lame and unsound in conse- 
quence. He did not know that there could be anything 
else but a curb if there was “an enlargement in th 
curb place.” He agreed that a veterinary surgeon, exer- 
cising due care, ought to recognise that and define such 
a symptom or indication. 

Mr. Walsh : Ought he to pass such a horse as sound 
as a hunter t—In a four year old, I should say not. 

Mr. Vachell: Did you search for any enlargement of 
the head of the metatarsal bone !—Yes. 

Did yon find it —No, [ did not. 

Will you undertake to say there was not any such 
enlargement !—It was my opinion that there was not. 

H:rold O. Browning. clerk in the employ of Messrs. 
Warner, Sheppard, and Wade, of the Leicestershire 
Horse Repository, Belgrave Gate, Leicester, said the 
horse was sold on the 18th of June last as a horse in 
dispute with no warranty. The actual sale price was 
35 guineas, and the net payment to Mr. Lynch was 
£34 4s. 3d. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Vachell: There was no de- 
scription whatever of the horse. 

This concluded the case for the plaintiff. 


THE DEFENCE. 


Mr. Vachell said this was a very serious matter for 
the defendant, who was an experienced veterinary sur- 
geon, and had been in practice in Rugby for a considera- 
ble number of years. 

His Lordship: These charges should never be made 
lightly. 

Mr. Vachell continued: It was admitted that the 
horse had a curb, but not at the time that his client 
examined it. When Mr. Over examined there was an 
enlargement of the metatarsal bone. 

His Lordship: And it was, as possibly micht well 
happen, a second and subsequent accident which brought 
about the curb ? 

Mr. Vachell : It was hunted for nine weeks, and there 
was plenty of opportunity for the horse to spring a curb. 





His Lordship: It is what I may call the clumsiness 
of your certificate. 

r. Vachell : That is so, but it was not intended for 
a gentleman who would understand the anatomy of a 
horse, and therefore to describe it in the way in which 
the Professor says it ought to have been described 
would have been useless. In popular language, it is the 
curb place, although really it is in the immediate 
vicinity. 

Reginald H. H. Over, m.R.c.v.s., of Rugby, the defen- 
dant, said he had been in practice since 1894. He made 
a careful examination of the chestnut gelding, at the 
nogget of the plaintiff, at Mr. Newbury’s. 

r. Graham Milward: Was there in fact any en- 
largement on the curb place ? 

Defendant : In fact no ; it was near the curb place. 
Pa the external small metatarsal bone which was 
enlarged. 

His Lordship: Why small ? 

Defendant: There are three metatarsal bones, my 
lord, and it mizht look to an ordinary man like a curb. 

Mr. Milward: Why did you say in your certificate “a 
very slight enlargement in the curb place ?”—To attract 
the purchaser’s eye straight to the point. 

His Lordship: What you ought to have said was “a 
little below the curb place.” 

Witness said it was to the outside, but the swelling 
would extend to the curb place. 

Mr. Milward : Is that enlargement of the metatarsal 
bone unsoundness !—No. 

Had the horse at that time any curb, or any sign of a 
curb ?—Not the slichtest sign of a curb. 

His Lordship : It was an accident or a coincidence 
that the curb formed t—Yes. 

Mr. Milward : Was your certificate true and accurate, 
to the best of your knowledge and belief ? 

His Lordship: It was not accurate, but not materially 
inaccurate. — 

Witness said that he met Mr. Lynch on subsequent 
occasions with reference to other horses, and he received 
no complaint at all about the horse in question being 
unsound. He had an extremely fussy sort of letter 
from him on October 22nd thanking him for his services. 
The first complaint he ever heard was the letter he 
received from eal Stockton on April 8th, 1910. On 
April 15th he went and examined the horse in company 
with Mr. Henry Lepper, of Aylesbury who, unfortu- 
nately, was laid up now with a fractured arm and could 
not get to the Court. He found a slight curb there 
then, but the swelling of the metatarsal bone was quite 

lain. The horse was in poor condition, as if he had 
n worked a lot. On the 18th of June the horse was 
bought in for him at Messrs. Warner, Sheppard, and 
Wade’s, and it was then going quite sound. The sire 
was a thoroughbred horse, and the dam was in the 
Hunter Stud Book. 

His Lordship : Was the curb still showing? 

Defendant: A trifle, my lord. 

Mr. Milward : What did you do to the horse ?1—I fired 
it, | thought it was a valuable horse, and I did not think 
it desirable to miss any chance of making a good one of 
it. Defendant, continuing, said he fired the horse on 
June 25th, and on July 2nd it was sound. He sold the 
horse on July 6th to run as a steeplechaser for £90, and 
£50 in the contingency of winning its first race. On 
November 5th, 1910, he saw the horse again at Weedon, 
when it was the property of Mr. Poole. He had with 
him that day Professor Macqueen and Mr. Hunting. 
The animal was trotted and cantered on the road and 
he fonnd the very slightest trace of curb. There were 
the firing marks, and the outer metatarsal bone still 
showed the same enlargement. 

His Lordship: While it had a curb it was unsound 
was it not }—While it had a curb, of course. 
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Mr. Milward : I think it is quite clear thata curb can 
be sprung in a very short time ?—Oh, yes, it can be 
sprung in a stable. 

Cc ined by Mr. Walsh: Having had a curb, 
and nevieg been cured, you would still certify it as 
sound {—If the strain to the ligament is there still, I 
should not. 

On that day when you examined it in the presence of 
Professor Macqueen and Mr. Hunting you would not 
pass it assound !—I should have made a remark upon it. 

It is a very curious coincidence, isn’t it, that it should 
have sprung a curb?—I do not know that itis ; it is 
an “unfortunate” coincidence. 

Very unusual, isn’t it?—Oh, dear, no. That winter 
was a very heavy winter, and | found four horses with 
curbs in one stable where a gentleman kept twenty- 
five horses. 

Did you say there was a history of curb behind the 
horse t—I did not. Mr. Lynch sent such a precise letter 
that I thought I had better remark upon the very 
slightest points. 

James Macqueen, F.R.C.v.s., Professor of surgery at 
_— Veterinary College, Camden Town, who said he 
had had about thirty-five years’ experience, stated that 
on November 5th, 1910, he examined the horse at 
Weedon. At that time the animal was “going sound.” 
He go particular attention to the hocks. On the left 
hock there was a prominence on the outer side close to 
the seat of curb. At first sight it looked like a curb, 
but on further examination he found it was due to an 
enlargement of the head of the metatarsal bone. He 
also found a trace of curb just within and slightly above 
the prominence at the head of the bone. 

His Lordship: What do you say about the certi- 
ficate ? 

Prof. Macqueen: I formed m 
certificate a year ago or more; 
that it might have been improved. 

Mr. Walsh : Reading the certificate, without knowing 
anything else at all, the conclusion you would come to 
would be, would it not, that there was a curb?!—My 
conclusion was that the certificate was referring to the 
prominence of the bone. 

His arog Yes, now that you know about the 

rominence. But, if you had got nothing before you 

ut that certificate, what would you say; either the 
writer means the bone, or the writer means the curb, or 
the writer did not know how to express himself ?—I 
concluded when reading the certificate that the writer 
meant the enlargement of the head of the bone. 

His Lordship: Before you saw the horse ?—Yes. If he 
had said “at the seat of curb” the description would 
have been good ; it is as close-to it that it is impossible 
to distinguish at a glance because the curb varies 
in size. 

By Mr. Walsh: The distance from the enlarged head 
of the metatarsal bone to the curb would be a half or 
threequarters of an inch. 

William Hunting, F.R.c.v.s., of 5 Halkin Place, Bel- 
rave Square, 8.W., examiner to the Royal College of 

eterinary Surgeons, and a past-President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, said that he examined 
the horse on Nov. 5th, 1910, at the same time as Pro- 


opinion about the 
formed the opinion 


fessor Macqueen. On the near hock, on the outside, 
3 sy a bony enlargement, and within that a trace 
of curb. 


His Lordship: You are quite sure about the bony 
enlargement ? 

Witness: Quite. That is the first thing that struck 
me. Witness added that they had the horse trotted 
and ridden, and it was found to be sound in action, 

Mr. Walsh: This bony enlargement was so noticeable 
that a man might overlook the curb !—Not if he - his 
hand on the curb; but if he used his eye merely and 


fonds little bit forward he might have thought it was 
a curb. 

His Lordship : If the man had got the idea that it 
was all bony enlargement, and did not put his hand, 
might he have thought that it was all bony enlargement 
when there was a curb !—Yes, he might have thought it 
was all bony enlargement. 

William Dale, M.r.c.v.s., of Coventry, said that on 
May 18th, 1910, he examined the horse in the presence 
of Mr. Over, and he found a bony promiuence on the 
outside of the near hock, due to an enlargement of the 
outer metatarsal or splint bone, and a slight curb. 

Mr. Walsh: This was before it was sold t--Yes, I 
think so, on the 18th of May, at Wardington House, 

You didn’t point out to anybody the two enlarge- 
ments !—No. 

Do you agree with the last witness that the whole 
thing might be mistaken for curb?—Well, there were 
two things that I saw quite distinctly. 

A slight enlargement in the curb place you would 
understand to mean a curb !—Yes. 

Mr. Vachell: What if you say “a slight enlargement 
in the curb place considered to be natural formation ; 
does that point to a curb’—Well, no, I should not call 
natural formation a curb ; this was a curb. 

Charles Heywood, M.R.c.v.s., of Leicester, said that 
on April 6th, 1911, he examined the horse for a client 
who wanted it to go hunting on. He found the hock 
had been fired and to the outer side of the hock there 
was a slight bony development at the head of the 
metatarsal bone. It was rather an exaggerated promi- 
nence. There was no trace of curb whatever when he 
examined the animal. : 

Mr. Walsh : Still, you could not certify such a horse 
as sound t—Oh, yes, no curb, going sound. As I have 
mentioned he had been fired, but this was only in the 
nature of a blemish on him. 

When a horse has had a curb it is liable to wake up 
again isn’t it?—Not once in a hundred times, when a 
horse has been fired has a curb, I should say, come back 


in. 
he Newbury, horse breeder, of Byfield House, 
Northants, who bred the horse, said he remembered the 
defendant coming over to his place to examine the horse 
for the plaintiff. At that time, as far as he knew, it 
was not suffering from a curb. 

His Lordship: Had you ever known it to have a 
Gebeogueily be ha the lovee in i ion agai 

Subsequently he ha | the horse in his possession again 
for 94 en and it was hunted, exercised, and schooled. 
At the end of that time it was re-delivered to Mr. Lynch, 
and, as far as he knew, when it left his premises to go 
back to Wardington it was absolutely sound. He did 
not get a single complaint until he met Mr. Lynch on 
Marylebone platform at the latter end of March or the 
beginning of April. : 4 

His Lordship: Mr. Wood Page says it was going 
very lame on December 13th ? 

Witness : Possibly it might be, but I was never 
acquainted with it. : 

rederick William Sirett, who was in the service of 
Mr. Newbury from March, 1909, to April, 1910, said he 
had ridden the horse before it was sold and it was then 
perfectly sound.’ He remembered it being sent back 
again to Mr. Newbury’s from Mr. Lynch’s and it didn’t 
go well then on its front feet, but after its shoes were 
altered it went perfectly soundly. _ ; 

At the suggestion of his Lordship, another witness 
was called for the plaintiff, namely Mr. Arthur Stockton, 
Town Clerk and solicitor, of Banbury. In May, 1910, 
he said he had an interview, without prejudice, with the 
defendant, when the defendant’s solicitor, Mr. Reddish, 
of Rugby, was present. Mr. Over never said anything 





about any enlargement except the curb. 
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His Lordship: Whendid you realise before to-day that 
thay, vote going to say there was a bony enlargement ? 

itness : I never heard it before, my Lord. 

Mr. Vachell: You have come here prepared, have you 
not, to deal with the question about the enlargement of 
the bone ? 

Witness : No, I did not know that the question was 
to be raised. 

His Lordship (to Mr. Vachell): I think it most un- 
Hoge wg that your client gave the certificate in the way 

e did. 

Mr. Walsh said that what Mr. Over had done in 
fact—and that was what he complained of—was, he had 
mistaken a curb for a natural formation, and had passed 
a horse which had a curb as sound. 


JUDGEMENT. 


His Lordship said he thought what he could safely 
decide in this case was that there was such an appear- 
ance in this-animal’s bones that many a competent 

rson would say the horse had an enlargement at the 

ead of the metatarsal bone. Therefore the defendant’s 
explanation that he “meant” an enlargement of the 
head of the metatarsal bone was quite an impossible ex- 
planation, and all that could be said was that to a 
certain extent the defendant had brought this trouble 
upon himself by his silly attempt to use what he called 
popular language instead of something accurate and 
correct. The positive evidence for the defendant was 
that there was no curb; the positive evidence for the 
plaintiff was that there was something which Tuck, the 
groom, and Green, the bailiff, thought was in the nature 
of a curb when the animal first came into Mr. Lynch’s 
possession. If there was a curb then he thought he 
would expect the horse to be lame. There was no 
reason to sup’ that there was any visible curb except 
this slight swelling, and that slight swelling might or 
might not be that which brought on the lameness. By 
the time the animal came back to the plaintiff no doubt 
there was.a curb, but that was long after the date when 
the defendant had certified. What he had to consider 
was whether there was any real reason to hold that on 
September 4th, when the defendant certified, there was 
a curb in the sense that a competent veterinary surgeon 
ought to have known. The plaintiff had got to make 
out his case, and he thought, having regard to all that 
had been said, that he had failed to do so. He thought 
the defendant had rather brought this upon himself by 
his carelessness, but he did not think that was a reason 
for depriving him of his costs. 





V.S. Convicted of Fraud. 


At Bedfordshire Assizes, Ernest Druce, who described 
himself as an author and a University man, Amos 
Wilkinson, a veterinary surgeon, and Ethel May Wil- 
kinson, his wife, were each sentenced to nine months’ 
hard labour for conspiring to acquire goods without 
peying for them. When the Wilkinsons were living at 

ewport Pagnell, Druce was known to take parcels of 
clothes to their house, and it was alleged that there was 
a conspiracy between the three to defraud tradesmen. 
ag ep spate ' be —s to his as at 308 ok 

ury,and when as. or a reference gave the telephone 
number of the Wilkinsons. In this way goods were 
lied on credit at Rugby, Nuneaton, Cambridge, 
Bedford, Leicester, Luton, Leighton Buzzard, and Dun- 
stable, Some of the articles were found in the house 
of the Wilkinsons at Nuneaton, where they lived after 
leaving Newport Pagnell. 

In a long statement, Druce declared that he ordered 
the goods in the expectation of being able to pay for 
them. _He was an author, and had published one k 
and had another nearly ready. His prospects were at 
one time very promising, as he to become 


Unionist candidate for Paisley.— News of the World. 








Prosecution by the R.C.V.S. 


At Llandilo on Saturday, June 8th, F. Emerson 
Thomas, farrier, was summoned by the Royal College 
of Maye wy Surgeons for unlawfully using titles 
stating that he was specially qualified to practice a 
branch of veterinary surgery. 

Mr. T. H. Powell, for the prosecution, stated that in 
an action brought against the defendant in the County 
Court at Llandilo recently, the defendantfiled a counter- 
claim, which was made out on one of his billh on 
which everything was in very bold type except the line, 
“No connection with the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons of Fngland.” The heading read: “ F. Emerson 
Thomas, D.v.D. (no connection with the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons of England), Diploma, Doctor 
¢ ry peed Dentistry : diploma of Veterinary Science 

S.A.” 

Mr. Hurley, for the defence, submitted there was no 
satisfactory evidence that defendant had published the 
billhead. 

Deputy-chief-constable Evans said defendant was 
fined 25s. and costs on July 25, 1904, for falsely repre- 
senting himself to be a qualified veterinary surgeon, 
and £5 and costs on April 2, 1906, on the same charge. 

The Magistrates said they did not consider this a 
serious offence, and im d a tine of £1 and costs, with 
10/6 advocate’s fee.— Western Mail. 


The Royal Veterinary College Athletic Sports 


Dismal weather sadly marred the enjoyment of these 
annual sports, which were heid at the Tuffnell Park 
Athletic Grounds on Wednesday. Rain fell persistently 
during most of the afternoon ; and so much had fallen 
previously that the ground was in almost the worst 
possible condition for athletics. Two events—the high 
jump and the tug-of-war—were postponed on account of 
the difficulty of obtaining a foothold, and will be decided 
at a later date. Despite the unfavourable conditions, 
a good muster of students and friends of the College 
assembled, and succeeded in enjoying themselves 
wonderfully well. The programme, as is usual-in these 
sports, was long and varied; and the heavy going, which 
made fast times out of the question, did salides to 
lessen the keenness of the competitors. At the close 
Mrs. Woodruff presented the prizes, which were awarded 
as follows : 

100 Yards Scratch Race.—Final heat: W.F. Poulton, 1; 

R. H. Stalker, 2. Time, 10 4-5ths. secs. 


Throwing the Cricket Ball.—K.S. Simpson, 1. Dis- 
tance thrown, 95 Be 6 inches. 
Putting the Weight.—P. R. Viljoen, 1. Distance, 30 


feet, 9 inches. 

220 Yds. Handicap.—W. F. Poulton, 1; E. W. Garry, 2. 
Time, 23 secs. 

Long Jump.—J. Daly, 1; W.F. Poulton, 2. Distance 
18 feet. 

120 Yds. Hurdles.—W. F. Poulton, 1; B.J. Nicholas, 2. 
Time, 20 1-5th. secs. 

Sack Race.—H. Chown,1; R. H. Stalker, 2. 

One Mile Walk.—L. D. Housdan, 1 ; H. H. Curzon, 2. 

Half Mile Scratch.—K. 8S. Simpson, 1; 8S. W. Mar- 
riott, 2. 

Obstacle Race.—W. P. Hamlyn, 1; G. H. Bennett, 2. 

Quarter Mile Scratch.—W. F. Poulton, 1; O. Dixon, 2. 
Time, 56 2-5th secs. 


One Mile Handicap.—L. D. Housden, 1; W. P. 
Hamlyn, 2; E. W. Garry, 3. 
Ladies Race.—Mrs. Sabin, 1; Miss Reynolds, 2. 
; Class C, 2; 


Relay Race (inter-class)—Class D, 1; 
3. 


Conslation te y race) W. L. Sheffield 
r onkey race).— W. L. effeld, 1 ; 
C ws ew Rock. > . 
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Dublin University. 


During the last few weeks the attention of our 
members. has been turned upon Dublin by the holding 
of our Annual Meeting there, and the following note 
on the antiquity of its educational institutions = be 
of interest to our readers. It is taken from a ong 
account of Dublin University Medical College, whic 
completed its second century last year, in The British 
Medical Journal of June 8. 


“Trinity College was founded by Queen Elizabeth, 
but centuries before her day several abortive attempts 
had been made to establish a university in Dublin. As 
far back as the eighth century Ireland was famed 
throughout Europe for its schools. To Irish scholars 
has been ascribed the foundation of Paris and Pavia, 
and through Scotus Erigena, of Oxford. The ancient 
homes of Irish learning were laid waste by plundering 
Danes, and later by invading Anglo-Normans. Early 
in the fourteenth century an effort was made to rekindle 
the extinguished light of knowledge, and the first Uni- 
versity of Dublin was founded by a Bull of Pope 
Clement V. in 1311. He established a studium generale 
in every science and lawful faculty, and enacted ‘that 
such as might be thought worthy to be associated with 
the honour of doctors in any of the said faculties might 
obtain the licence of any of the said schools for that 
end.’ This Bull would seem to have remained a dead 
letter, for in 1320 Pope John XXII. confirmed his pre- 
decessor’s Bull and the statutes drawn up for the earlier 
foundation. But even then the university was little 
more than a name, and soon all trace of it was lost, as is 


shown by the fact that in 1475 the Dominican Mendi- 
cant Friars obtained from Pope Sixtus the Fourth a Bull 
decreeing once again the foundation of a university in 
Dublin. The time was not yet ripe, however. But about 
the middle of the sixteent! gee | the scheme, which 
the leading citizens of Dublin had long had much at 
heart, began to assume concrete shape, and in 1590 a 
petition was presented by the Mayor and Corporation to 
the English Privy Council. 

“In response to that petition, a charter was granted 
for a college that should be ‘the mother of an university 
for the better education, training and instruction of 
scholars and students.’ The lands and buildings of the 
Augustinian Priory of All Hallows, situated outside the 
city walls, which had become the property of the Co: - 
tion on the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry VIIL., 
were chosen as a site, and an appeal for help was issued 
to all the Irish baronies. In this way funds to the 
amount of £2,000, equal to about £16,000 at the pre- 
sent day, were collected. The foundation stone of the 
College, Sacrosanctae et individuae Trinitatis jucta 
Dublin, was laid by the Mayor on March 16th, 1591, and 
in January, 1593, the College was opened for the admis- 
sion of students. Born in troublous times, it had in, its 
early years a fierce struggle for existence. 

Queen Elizabeth helped it with a fresh endowment of 
£200 a year in 1598, and James I. endowed the College 
with land in Ulster, and settled upon it a pension of 
£400 a year. Its growing prosperity is shown by the 
fact that, whereas in 1596 the total receipts of the 
College were under £300, in 1616 they were something 
over £1,000.” 











DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


To 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 































































































Anthrax. Foot- Glanders + iis 
and-Mouth : : Parasitic | Sheep Swine Fever. 
Siticens (including Mange. Scab. 
Period Outbreaks Animals et! Farcy) 
orerg Com] Re. | Gon. | Re. | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani-| Out- | Ani- | Out-| Out- | Siangh- 
|firm’d|ported|firm'd ported} reske mals. [breaks mals. |breaks| mals. breaks breaks. tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. ’ 
Week ended June 8 11 eR Sy 4 6 32 78 1 84 1249 
: ; 1911} 9 12 | 5/- 9 2 65 824 
Copemsnerd 1910 27 | 29 6| 81 43 | 446 
1909 __ ee ig | 89 5 | 42 5 39 |. 202 
aa 
Total for 23 weeks, 1912] 465 | 518 78 1€2 | 1990 | 4469 162 1571 19980 
di 1911] 4381 | 527 1 18 96 257 302 1140 12380 
a ing 1910 731 886 163 | 454 | 312] 612 } 562 
—" 1909 | 651 | 877 267 | 1069 453 | 777 | 7189 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 11, 1912. 
+ Counties affected, animals attacked: London 5, Surrey 1. 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended June8 ‘ie 1 3 25 
1911 1 1 2 1 2 3 
Corresponding Week in 1910 ove soe oon 1 5 107 
1909 4 6 209 
Total for 23 weeks, 1912 2 2 39 253 124 | 1295 
1911 5 6 2 3 40 240 §1 831 
Corresponding period in 1910 4 7 1 2 30 329 49 1155 
1909 8 3 ie 45 277 84 563 



































Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June. 10,1912 : 
Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 





Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 7, 
ReGuLarR Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Capt. W. A. Pallin, to be Major. Dated January 6. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 
Maj. W. R. Walker, retired pay, is appointed Adminis- 
trative V.O. of a Territorial Division. Dated June 8. 
Maj. W. R. Walker, retired pay, is granted the tem- 
peer rank of Lieut.-Col. in the Territorial Force, whilst 
olding the appointment of Administrative V.O. of a 
Territorial Division. Dated June 8. 
June 11. 
Reautar Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Major C. Rose retires on retired pay. Dated June 12. 
TERRITORIAL ForcEk. ARMY VETERINARY CORPS. 
Lieut. M. E. White resigns his commission. Dated 
June 12. 








OBITUARY. 


Jno. Ricuarp Lewis, M.RB.c.v.s., Inspector D.A.T.L, 
13 Upper Merrion Street, Dublin 
raduated, Lond: April, 1858. 


Mr. Lewis died in May last, at the age of 76 years. 


Kingstown, Co. Dublin. 


Tuos. F. SEXTON, M.R.C.V.S., y 
Edin: Dec., 1911. 


Death occurred last month. 








THANKS TO ELECTORS. 


Dear Sir, 

I should be very grateful if you would kindly allow me a 
little of your valuable space in which to offer my sincerest 
thanks to all those members of the profession who by their 
votes and other assistance have returned me as one of their 
representatives on the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. During my tenure of office it will be 
my earnest endeavour to work for the general welfare of the 
profession and so to merit the confidence they have reposed 
in me.—Yours faithfully, T. Satuspury Price. 

30 Brixton Hill, §.W. Junell. 





Dear Sir, 

Will you kindly allow me through the medium of The 
Record to express my thanks to the Fellows and Members 
of the Roysl College of Veterinary Surgeons for the honour 
they have conferred upon me iu electing me to a seat on tha 
Council. It will always be my endeavour to merit their 
confidence.—Believe me to remain, very faithfully yours, 

Jno. T. SHaRE-JoneEs. 

The University of Liverpool, 


Dept. of Vety. Anatomy, . June 12. 








(The following have been unavoidably held over.) 


ESPERANTO. 
Dear Sir, 

In thanking you for your courtesy in reproducing several 
esperanto originals with translations, I would call the 
attention of the Committee of the forthcoming International 
Veterinary Congress in London to the value of Esperanto 
as ® means of international intercommunication, and I 
would suggest to them the advisability of utilising it as one 
of the languages for use during the congress and for repro- 
Aucing the transactions, as it is largely used by veterinary 





surgeons in France, Spain, Germany, Austria, Hungary, 
Russia, India, China, Australia, and other countries, many 
of whom are unacquainted with either of the present 
officially recognised languages. It has come into general 
use in many international scientific associations, and in 
some the enormous expeuse of reproducing their trans- 
actions in polyglot form has been very materially reduced 
by the use of esperanto instead. 

A timely announcement by the Committee that Esperanto 
would be recognised as an official language would largely 
increase the interest of foreign veterinary surgeons in the 
congress, and also allow ample time for any one who wished 
to. to learn it before the Congress takes place.—Yours 
faithfully, 


Adelaide, S.A. April 4. Fras. Evetyn Puace. 





VETERINARY CINEMATOGRAPHY. 
Sir, 

I have been interested to read the criticisms on my letter 
in last week’s issue by those two writers who have taken it 
seriously, as it was intended, and not tried to pervert its 
meaning. It has apparently been slightly misunderstood. 
My proposal for Veterinary cinematography was not in- 
tended as a substitute for practice and study—which I fully 
appreciate are first essentials—but as an additional means 
of impressing methods on the mind in an original and enter- 
taining way, and giving far more illustrations than could be 
obtained by anyone from text books. It would probably 
imbue the student with more enthusiasm, I do not suggest 
that I have given a complete scheme as to how it should 
be managed either financially or otherwise ; the whole thing 
is an idea in embryo, but personally I am fully convinced 
that the cinematograph has a large future as an aid to all 
branches of education. My contemporary student has 
either utterly misunderstood my article on all points, or his 
density is affected, with the purpose of scoring at my ex- 
pense. Taking his points seriatim, my article might bave 
been suggested by pictures of bacterial life I saw exhibited 
as early as 1908, but the report referred to unfortunately 
escaped my notice. However, that it should have been 
used by the medical profession seems to be a point in my 
favour. As regards expense, I agree that there are diffi- 
culties ; it is always harder to obtain money for intellectual 
purposes than for those that appeal more directly to the 
senses! His next question is, I think, absurd. Would 
any man with a grain of sense ever expect a student to be 
‘*Competent in practice’? from merely witnessing films ? 
I am very pleased it was only Mr. Reynolds’ suggestion and 
not mine. But I do think the witnessing of such films 
would be an immense help to a student who bad not pre- 
viously tried the practical part. 

Concerning his statement that ‘‘ the pictures I mentioned 
mostly illustrate the text books,’’ is not that just the desired 
object ? Only my method would prove to be an accentuated 
illustration of them, rendering them more life-like and 
intelligible ! 

Regarding the ‘‘ extraction of teeth,’’ the idea of a living 
picture of the operation would not be to show the actual 
tooth (which the surgeon himself rarely sees when extract- 
ing), but to illustrate the methods of holding the patient 
and of manipulating the instruments, etc. Then when a 
student was called upon to do the operation he would 
mentally see the picture he had previously witnessed, and 
remember ways and means a great deal easier than he 
would from lectures on tho subject. He next says ‘‘ from 
the amusement point of view, twelve out of thirteen 
pictures I mentioned can be seen at picture shows for the 
moderate outlay of 3d.’’ Evidently Mr. Reynolds has more 
experience of threepenny seats than I have; and further, 
he has apparently forgotten that one is not sure of the 
kind of picture he will see at a public hall, and that other 
comic and dramatic pictures have to be witnessed whether 
one likes them or not. 

In conclusion, my humble advice to Mr. Reynolds is to 
try and criticise in a fair way—looking at both sides of the 
question.— Yours truly, 

Haminron Kirk. 











